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TAGS: PDIP 

SUBJECT: THE SECRETARY'S RECEPTION FOR AFRICAN 
AMBASSADORS 

1 . THE SECRETARY HOSTED A RECEPTION FOR THE AMBASSADORS 
AND CHARGES OF OAU MEMBER-STATES WEDNESDAY EVENING, 
MARCH 23, IN THE DEPARTMENT'S 8TH FLOOR THOMAS JEFFERSON 
AND JOHN QUINCY ADAMS ROOMS. THE ATMOSPHERE WAS 
CORDIAL, RELAXED AND COMPLETELY INFORMAL. THERE WERE NO 
SPEECHES. THE SECRETARY CIRCULATED ACTIVELY AMONG THE 
GUESTS AFFORDING THEM THE OPPORTUNITY TO CONVERSE WITH 
HIM EITHER INDIVIDUALLY OR IN GROUPS OFTEN AT GREAT 
LENGTH. FOR EXAMPLE, HE SPENT AT LEAST 10 MINUTES IN 
CONVERSATION WITH THE REPRESENTATIVE OF A SMALL COUNTRY 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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IN WHICH US INTERESTS ARE AT BEST MARGINAL. 

2. IN ADDITION TO THE AFRICAN GUESTS, A NUMBER OF 
SENIOR OFFICIALS OF THE DEPARTMENT, AID AND USIA WERE IN 
ATTENDANCE. THE AFRICANS CLEARLY APPRECIATED THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO MEET THE NEW TEAM. 
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3. WHEN ASKED SPECIFICALLY ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF HIS 
VISITING AFRICA SOON, THE SECRETARY INDICATED THAT HE 
WOULD LIKE TO DO SO AND EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT IT MIGHT 

BE FITTED INTO HIS BUSY SCHEDULE AT SOME UNSPECIFIED 
TIME IN THE FUTURE. 

4. A MEASURE OF THE RECEPTION'S SUCCESS CAN BE DRAWN 
FROM THE FACT THAT IT LASTED A HALF HOUR LONGER THAN 
SCHEDULED AND THE SECRETARY REMAINED UNTIL THE END. 

5. SEPTELS REPORTING SUBSTANTIVE DISCUSSIONS WILL BE 
SENT WHERE APPROPRIATE. 
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TAGS: PDIP 

SUBJECT: THE SECRETARY'S RECEPTION FOR AFRICAN 
AMBASSADORS 

1 . THE SECRETARY HOSTED A RECEPTION FOR THE AMBASSADORS 
AND CHARGES OF OAU MEMBER-STATES WEDNESDAY EVENING, 
MARCH 23, IN THE DEPARTMENT'S 8TH FLOOR THOMAS JEFFERSON 
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AND JOHN QUINCY ADAMS ROOMS. THE ATMOSPHERE WAS 
CORDIAL, RELAXED AND COMPLETELY INFORMAL. THERE WERE NO 
SPEECHES. THE SECRETARY CIRCULATED ACTIVELY AMONG THE 
GUESTS AFFORDING THEM THE OPPORTUNITY TO CONVERSE WITH 
HIM EITHER INDIVIDUALLY OR IN GROUPS OFTEN AT GREAT 
LENGTH. FOR EXAMPLE, HE SPENT AT LEAST 10 MINUTES IN 
CONVERSATION WITH THE REPRESENTATIVE OF A SMALL COUNTRY 
IN WHICH US INTERESTS ARE AT BEST MARGINAL. 

2. IN ADDITION TO THE AFRICAN GUESTS, A NUMBER OF 
SENIOR OFFICIALS OF THE DEPARTMENT, AID AND USIA WERE IN 
ATTENDANCE. THE AFRICANS CLEARLY APPRECIATED THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO MEET THE NEW TEAM. 

3. WHEN ASKED SPECIFICALLY ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF HIS 
VISITING AFRICA SOON, THE SECRETARY INDICATED THAT HE 
WOULD LIKE TO DO SO AND EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT IT MIGHT 

BE FITTED INTO HIS BUSY SCHEDULE AT SOME UNSPECIFIED 
TIME IN THE FUTURE. 

4. A MEASURE OF THE RECEPTION'S SUCCESS CAN BE DRAWN 
FROM THE FACT THAT IT LASTED A HALF HOUR LONGER THAN 
SCHEDULED AND THE SECRETARY REMAINED UNTIL THE END. 

5. SEPTELS REPORTING SUBSTANTIVE DISCUSSIONS WILL BE 
SENT WHERE APPROPRIATE.... VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 
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